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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Education and Skills e-consultation website (http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations).

The information you provide in your response will be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations, which allow public access to information held by the Department. This does not necessarily mean that your response can be made available to the public as there are exemptions relating to information provided in confidence and information to which the Data Protection Act 1998 applies. You may request confidentiality by ticking the box provided, but you should note that neither this, nor an automatically-generated e-mail confidentiality statement, will necessarily exclude the public right of access.





If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Bharti Vakharia on 020 7925 6883.
e-mail: financial.management@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​mailto:financial.management@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​) 
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:
Telephone: 01928 794888





Please tick one of the boxes that best describes you as a respondent.
	LA		School		Headteacher
	Bursar		Governor		Schools Forum







1 Do you see value in aiming for consistent standards across schools in financial management?





2 Do you agree with the favoured timetable for Primary, all Middle schools and Special schools meeting the Financial Management Standard?
40% of Primary, Middle and Special schools by March 2008;
80% of Primary, Middle and Special schools by March 2009; and 
All schools by March 2010.





3 Or would you rather see implemented the alternative timetable for schools meeting the Standard:
Middle and Primary schools with total revenue budgets of over £700K (approx. 6200 extra schools) by March 2008;
Middle and Primary schools with total revenue budgets of over £450K (approx. 6100 extra schools) by March 2009; and 
All remaining schools, including Special schools (approx. 5500) by March 2010.





4 Do you think it is important for schools to receive a formal assessment of whether they meet the Financial Management Standard?
	Comments:






For Local Authority respondents only

















Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.
Please acknowledge this reply 
Here at the Department for Education and Skills we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
Yes	No
All UK national public consultations are required to conform to the following standards:

1. Consult widely throughout the process, allowing a minimum of 12 weeks for written consultation at least once during the development of the policy.

2. Be clear about what your proposals are, who may be affected, what questions are being asked and the timescale for responses.

3. Ensure that your consultation is clear, concise and widely accessible.

4. Give feedback regarding the responses received and how the consultation process influenced the policy.

5. Monitor your department’s effectiveness at consultation, including through the use of a designated consultation co-ordinator.

6. Ensure your consultation follows better regulation best practice, including carrying out a Regulatory Impact Assessment if appropriate.

Further information on the Code of Practice can be accessed through the Cabinet Office Website: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/consultation-guidance/content/introduction/index.asp
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 2 October 2006
Send by post to: Bharti Vakharia, DfES, Sanctuary Buildings, Value for Money Unit, 5th Floor, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT
Send by e-mail to: fmsis.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk (​ailto:fmsis.consultation@dfes.gsi.gov.uk​) 

